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Abstract  Taxus baccata L. is one of the important and rare tree species that 
can be found in the parks and green spaces of the town of Timisoara. Taxus 
baccata trees were present in Timisoara at least since the XIX’th century, and 
there are still beautiful trees belonging to these species today. The species is 
considered very valuable, and in small numbers it exists in parks, lanes, 
streets, yards. You can find Taxus baccata trees in many parts of the town. 
They attract the attention especially in the winter, as green spots in the town. 
The present study tries to locate the most important trees situated in central 
parks of the town in main urban green areas.   
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Taxus genus  
The evergreen conifers of this small genus, from cool-
climate regions of the northern hemisphere, are slow 
growing but very long lived. Young trees are conical in 
shape, but as they age-over the centuries-they develop 
a domed crown and massive, thick trunk clothed in 
reddish brown or grayish brown bark which peels off 
in thin scales. The flat green leaves are shortish, 
needle-like and sharply pointed; male and female 
flowers appear on separate trees in spring. The single, 
small brown seed of the female plant is enclosed in a 
vivid red fleshy cup; this cup is the only part of the 
plant that is not poisonous to human and animals. 
Yews make excellent dense hedges and are often used 
for topiary. These frost- hardy trees tolerate a wide 
range of conditions, including heavy shade and chalky 
soil. However, they do not enjoy warm winters or hot 
dry summers. They propagate from seed or cuttings or 
by grafting.  
Taxus baccata ( L.) (English Yew) 
Indigenous to western Asia, North Africa and Europe, 
this dense, dark tree has had legendary and religious 
associations for centuries. The wood of this tree was 
once used for making longbows. It grows best in moist 
alkaline soil in an open position. The dark –coloured 
trunk is erect and very thick in maturity; the leaves are 
dark green. The male tree bears scaly cones, while the 
female tree bears cup-shaped, scarlet berries which 
encase a poisonous seed. Old trees may reach 15m, but 
cultivars rarely achieve this height. Because of its 
rarity, being a relic of the tertiary, English yew was 
declared a monument of nature. It represents a special 
ornamental value, because the plants are decorative.  
Justitie Park (Park of Justice) is situated in center of 
Timisoara, near the town hall, in an area surrounded by 
large boulevards and on one part by the river Bega. 
The park has nice old trees of different species, while 

the grassy areas are smaller in size. There are few 
monuments too. The total surface of the Taxus baccata 
tree crowns is 67,73m2. There are 2 individuals 
belonging to this species in the park. Their ages are 
between 60 and 70 years. Their average height is 9m. 
The diameter of the tree crowns is between 6-7m. The 
trees are situated mainly in the neighbourhood of 
surrounding buildings, in the vicinity of the building of 
the Politechnic Institute used by the Faculty of 
Hydrotechnics.  
Copiilor (Childrens) Park is situated in Timisoara on 
the bank of the river Bega near the center of the town.  
It has nice old trees of different species and used to 
have playgrounds for children.  There are 52 Taxus 
baccata trees in the park, aged between 30 and 40 
years. The height of the trees is between 3 and 6m. The 
total surface of the tree crowns is 121,99 m2. The 
diameter of the crowns is 4m. The Taxus baccata trees 
are not between the oldest trees of the park, but are 
valuable and are located in different parts of the green 
space.  
Rozelor Park (Roses Park) is a rose garden. It is 
situated on the bank of the river Bega. It has nice roses, 
trees, and many little monuments, benches, other 
facilities. There are 5 Taxus baccata trees in the park, 
the total surface of the tree crowns is 42,39m2 , the age 
of the trees is between 20 and 30 years, the height of 
the trees is between 7 and 10 m, the average diameter 
of the tree crowns is 3-4m.  
Centrul Civic (Civic Center) Park, is situated in the 
center of Timisoara, behind Bega Store House. The 
green space appeared forty years ago, when the region 
was rebuilt after the demolition of an old building. 
There are 51 Taxus baccata trees in the park. The trees 
are 30 to 40 years old, 3 to 6 m high. The total surface 
of the crowns is 168,61 m2. The diameter of the tree 
crowns is between 3 and 4m. The trees were planted all 
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over the green space. When the park was created 40 
years ago the tree species were mixed equally in the 
whole area. Civic Center Park is rather a transit area 
than a place where people come to walk in their free 
time. 
Alpinet Park is situated on the banks of the river Bega. 
It is a nice park with a great variety of species nicely 
disposed along the river bank.  There are 14 Taxus 
baccata trees in the park. The total surface of the tree 
crowns is 98,89m2.  The trees are aged between 20 and 
40 years. The height of the trees is 2-3m. The diameter 
of the tree crowns is between 2 and 4m. The trees are 
situated near Splaiul Tudor Vladimirescu alley.  
Though Taxus baccata trees can be found in many 
parts of the town, on the side of lanes, in parks, in 
alleys, it is not among the most common species. Taxus 
baccata trees represent a great ecological and esthetic 
value wherever they are located, especially when they 
are modeled in different shapes, and can be 
distinguished easily from the mass of other trees by 
shape, dimensions and colour. Taxus baccata trees are 
between the most decorative trees of Timisoara, and 
are more common in central and well to do areas of the 
town. It can be rarely seen in poorer areas and in the 
outskirts. Taxus baccata trees might have problems in 
adapting to certain areas, but the present study shows 
that they are present in smaller or greater number in 
various points of the town. 
 
Results and Discussions 
 
Taxus baccata is a valuable and rare species, present in 
many green spaces of Timisoara. The individuals are 
often conspicuous and contribute a lot to the outlook of 
certain urban areas. There are trees which are very old 
and have a great visual and ecological value, while 
others are younger. Generally the most beautiful trees 

are the old ones. Taxus baccata trees are present in all 
important parks of Timisoara. Their numbers and 
importance are much variable. The individuals are 
sometimes concentrated near building or streets, where 
have been planted years ago with a special purpose. 
Their numbers vary very much from one green space to 
another.  Analyzing the studied green space we can 
conclude that in Civic and Copiilor parks we can find 
more Taxus trees that in the others. In Poporului Park, 
Timisoara, (one of the oldest green spaces of the town), 
there was a period when the name of the place was 
English Yew Park, because of the great number of 
monumental yews that existed there. 
 
Conclusions 
 
1.Taxus baccata trees are present in many parks of 
Timisoara, but not in all of them. The individuals are 
sometimes very valuable.   
2.The trees have sometimes ages up to 100 years or 
even more and according features. They represent a 
great ecologic and esthetic value. 
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